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Governor's veto stops '9/11' license plate bill
Pataki turns away 15 special editions, saying standards are needed

 
By JAY JOCHNOWITZ, State editor 
Click byline for more stories by writer. 
First published: Friday, July 28, 2006

AL BAN Y - - Gov . G eor ge Pat aki  T hur sda y p ut the  br ak es on a s lew  of  ne w spe cia l-i nte res t l ic ens e p lat es,  sa yin g the  st ate  ne eds  to
re sol ve le gal  is sue s a nd set  s tan dar ds bef ore  th e tre nd con tin ues .

La wma ker s pas sed  at  le ast  15  b ill s t his  ye ar for  s pec ial  pl ate s f or gr oup s a nd cau ses  th at  in clu ded  a "9/ 11 re mem bra nce ," thr ee
di ffe ren t one s f or fir efi ght er s, and  an oth er urg in g p eop le to "Bu y A me ric an. "

Th e p lat es  wo uld  co me wit h a  $ 25 ann ual  su rch arg e.

Pa tak i, ho wev er,  sa id New  Yo rk  an d o the r s tat es fa ce law sui ts ove r w he the r c rea tin g s uch  p lat es ent itl es any one t o d ema nd one  fo r
th eir  me ss age . A  pr o-a dop tio n org ani zat ion , C hil dr en Fir st Fou nda tio n in Eas tch est er,  is  s uin g t he sta te in fe der al cou rt ove r i n an
ef for t t o get  of fic ial  "C hoo se  Li fe"  li cen se pla te s.

"W hil e I  d o n ot bel iev e t hat  t he Con sti tut ion  co mp els  a sta te to iss ue  li cen se pla tes  wi th  a mes sag e t hat  re spons ibl e s tat e o ffi ci als  in
th e e xer ci se of the ir dis cre ti on bel iev e t o b e i na ppr opr iat e, it is im por tan t t o e sta bli sh  un ifo rm sta nda rds  a nd cri ter ia for  ap pr ovi ng
an y n ew cu sto m l ice nse  pl ate  s eri es, " P ata ki sai d in his  ve to mes sag e.

Th e s tat e alr ead y o ffe rs abo ut  30 0 p lat es fea tur in g s por ts tea ms,  ca us es,  or gan iza tio ns,  r egi ons , v ete rans, th e m ili tar y, eme rge nc y
se rvi ces  a nd pro fes sio ns.  Pa ta ki sai d D MV Com mis si one r N anc y N apl es ha s i mpo sed  a mor ato ri um on new  cu sto m p la te ser ies  wh ile
cr ite ria  a re bei ng dev elo ped .

As sem bly ma n W ill iam  Co lto n, D- Bro okl yn,  sp ons or of  th e b ill  to  cr eat e a " New  Yo rk Rec ycl es " l ice nse  pl ate , s ai d h e d isa gre ed wit h
Pa tak i's  d eci sio n, say ing  ma ny  of  th e c aus es are  o bvi ous ly wor thy . H e als o n ote d h is bil l dir ect ed tha t t he $2 5 f ee be ded ica ted  t o
re cyc lin g pro gra ms and  th at an  en vir onm ent al gro up  pu t u p s eve ral  th ou san d d oll ars  to  de si gn the  pl ate . " The re 's no que sti on tha t
re cyc lin g and  pr omo tin g r ecy cl ing  is  in  th e p ubl ic  in ter est ," Col ton  s aid .

Th e v eto es  we re amo ng 60 Pat ak i i ssu ed Thu rsd ay.  H e a lso  re jec ted  a ho st of lab or- rel ate d bil ls,  a mea sur e t o giv e Empi re Zon e s ta tus
to  a coa l- fir ed pla nt in Jam es tow n, and  on e t o r eq uir e g ove rnm ent s t o pro vid e p ubl ic rec or ds electr oni cal ly un der  th e F ree dom  of
In for mat io n L aw if the  re cor ds  ar e a lre ady  ke pt th at way  an d i t i s o th erwise  re aso nab le.  T he gov ern or,  ho wev er , s aid  th e r equ ire me nt
wo uld  be  c ost ly and  we nt bey ond F OIL 's int ent .

Ja y J och nowit z c an be rea che d at 454 -54 24 or by e- mai l a t j joc hno wit z@ tim esu nio n.c om.
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